The information contained in this brochure
does not take the place of discussions between
you and your physician. Be sure to talk to your
healthcare provider about this test.

This information is provided
as an educational service by

Myocardial
Perfusion

[maging

L

A Patient Guide




myocardial
perfusion
imaging

causes the arteries in your heart to dilate
(open wider). A small amount of a radioac-
tive substance called a tracer is then injected
into your bloodstream. The tracer can be
detected by a special camera that produces
images showing how much blood is flow-
ing to your heart muscle. For rest imaging,
another set of images is taken while you are
resting and your arteries are normal size.

A specialist physician will compare the 2

sets of images. If CAD is affecting your heart,
the diseased arteries will dilate less than the
normal, healthy arteries. Comparing the 2
sets of images can show the physician that
CAD may be present.

Like many people, you may be concerned
about the effects of the radioactive tracer.
The amount of radiation in a single dose
is about the same as a typical x-ray, or









